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RE: 2003 Red Tart Rf
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Dear Ken:

I spent June BD,ng\gly 1, July 2, and July 3 on a tour of tart: orchards in West
Central and Northern Michigar. I viewed literally thousands of acres, and spoke with
almost 100 tart growers| ¥Thel e is one. certainty; there are many disagreements as to
the size of this nationalikibp. Sorne say 200 million, while others are predicting 220
or more, i -
|

I was in attEndarlch at the June 26 CIAB meeting. A minarity of the Board let
their emotions rule in an gtten ipt to manipulate the formula in ar effort to decrease

or eliminate a regulatior .41 lock back at the actions of the Board in June of 1999,

The Board was severel|djiticized by the industry, after the harvest, for manipulating

the formula. As the 19glicrop “picked long”, a regulation was not in place even

though our industry neé';i id or e. The actions of the CIAB on Jure 26 were correct
and proper because... ' | ’

1. Al tarts w]ll{be hiirvested in 2003 and our Industry will maximize safes.
A regulationfassures us that we will not overburden our regular
domestic mii G '

|

2. We do not j&jﬂ ay, know the size of this crop. The final regulation, if
1

needed, e set in September. After my travels of the past week I
flrmly hetﬂa\r tha: the current USDA estimate of 218 million is low. Our
industry hgsfia ha it of picking out long and this 2003 crop will be no
g’:-:ceptic-n.l?- nis r2gulation is needed to prevent chaos after the harvest
is camplatié.g :
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On behalf of our P4
support the actions of th
on June 26, 2003, li 4

Sincerely,

Earl L/ Petersan |' {

Chairman

e Perry Hedln
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The CIAB clsfnn was based upon a Super Majority and took inta
account Verifiab e movement and sales,
|

qf there ij reglilation and additional cherries are needed above the
formula, .b CIAB can recommend to the USDA for additional releases,
| &
A regu!atéle' 120013 crop will encourage the exporting of tarts to earn
credits, il ]
IR
A regulated P00 crop will Encourage new products/markets to eamn
credits, | :
Ii
The CIAB ndlads to be commended for strictly following the order
without ma

it
terson Farms Cooperative, Inc., I urge the USDA to
CIAI3 and allow the regulation as votel upon by the CIAB
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